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the first seven correspond the seven sciences of the Trim^m
and the Quadrivium, that is, to Grammar, Dialectic, Rhetoric,
Arithmetic, Music, Geometry, and Astrology. To the eighth
sphere, that is, to the starry Heavens, correspond Natural
Science, called Physics, and the first of sciences called Meta-
physics; to the ninth sphere corresponds Moral Science; and
to the Quiet Heaven corresponds Divine Science, which is
called Theology." Hence throughout the treatise wherever
he uses the term heavens or any particular heaven, he is
referring to the appropriate science, and describing in an
allegorical way its characteristics and influences.
The heaven of Venus is compared with rhetoric, because
it is the most charming of all the sciences, as Venus is the
brightest of the planets; and because as Venus is now a
morning, now an evening star, so rhetoric now as oratory
appears before the face of the speaker, now as literature,
speaks from a distance. The sun is compared with arithme-
tic, because it illumines all the other sciences, and because, as
the eye cannot look upon the sun, so " the eye of the intel-
lect cannot look upon it; because Number, considered in
itself, is infinite, and that we cannot comprehend."
Though but three of the proposed fourteen books, or
courses at this intellectual banquet, were completed, and
hence, though a most complete and authoritative summary
of the learning of the Middle Ages by its greatest genius is
denied us, yet in the fragment written the spirit of the intel-
lectual life of the Middle Ages, the spirit that partakes both
of scholasticism and mysticism, finds one of its clearest ex-
pressions. It illustrates perfectly this judgment of Federn:
" There never was a time when so little, and at the same time
so much, was known as in the Middle Ages, for people
really knew everything; they had a ready explanation for
every phenomenon; very clever explanations they often
were, but always untested; whatever was or seemed possible,
Whatever could be made, plausible in words, was immediately